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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 18, 2020  

 

Scammers Do Not Take A Holiday  

 

Several residents have called City Hall to report that they have 

been targeted by “spoofing scams.”  They say they have 

received calls that appear on their Caller ID as coming from 

the City of Independence.  When they answer, it is obvious 

that the caller was not a City staffer.   

 

Spoofing is where scammers forge Caller ID information to make it appear that the 
call is coming from a government agency, business, creditors, or even someone in 
your contacts list to trick you into answering.  These scammers are identity thieves.  

Often the calls begin with a pre-recorded message, but not always.  The scammers’ 
goal is to harvest credit card numbers, passwords, mothers’ maiden names, and other 
personal data to commit identity theft.  Some scammers tell people their social 
security number will expire, their utilities are about to be shut off, or that there is a 
problem with their Medicare coverage.  

Never give out personal information over the phone, especially if the person calling 
starts to pressure you. That pressure and sense of urgency is a sure sign of a scam.  
Just hang up.  During the holidays, scams involving fake gift cards shift into high 
gear.  Also, scammers often send “confirmation” emails with attachments or links 
that contain malware.   Do not open the email or click any of the links.  

When a City employee calls a resident, or a SwiftReach Alert goes out, the calls 
appear as City of Independence on the Caller ID. They will immediately identify 
themselves on the call.   

If you get a suspicious call, hang up.   Be sure to report any of these calls to 

Independence Police and the Federal Trade Commission, which asks people to report 

these scams on their online portal, www.ReportFraud.ftc.gov. 
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Covid-19 Vaccines  

Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine arrived in Ohio this week, and the 

Moderna vaccine is expected to be shipped as early as next 

week.   It is promising news, but it will take many months to 

get everyone who wants the vaccine inoculated.   

All health departments and hospitals are following CDC 

protocols on the order in which people will receive 

inoculations.  The first doses are being given to frontline healthcare providers and 

first responders.  After that:  

 Residents and staff at nursing, long-term care, and assisted-living facilities.   

 Residents and staff at Ohio veterans’ homes. 

 Patients and staff at psychiatric hospitals.  

There is no word on when there will be adequate doses to begin vaccinating the 

general public.  But it is assured that the sooner more people are given shots, the 

faster we will move into the post-pandemic normal.  

 

Wreaths Across America 

 

The City of Independence is once again partnering 
with Wreaths Across America to honor military 
veterans buried at Maple Shade Cemetery this 
holiday season.  

The National Wreaths Across America Day is 
Saturday, December 19, 2020.  There will not be a 
public ceremony due to the coronavirus, but the 
mission remains the same:  To remember our 
fallen U.S. veterans, honor those who serve, and 
teach people about the value of freedom.  
Cemetery sexton Tim Topolski has placed all the 
wreaths this year. 

As Mayor and a proud American, I believe we have an obligation and duty to honor 
and remember veterans and their families.  Maple Shade Cemetery, at the corner of 
Rockside and Brecksville Roads, is the resting place for more than 500 Independence 
residents who have served and sacrificed, dating back to the Civil War.  



Travel Delays 

Catts Construction will begin work to repair a damaged catch basin on Quarry Lane at 

Rockside Road on Monday, December 21 between 7 AM and noon,  weather 

permitting.   The southbound side of Quarry Lane will be closed and traffic delays 

are expected because one-lane will need to accommodate two-way traffic.    

Questions? Concerns?  Please call the Engineering Department at 216-524-1374 or 

email engineering@independenceohio.org. 

 

 

Gone, But Not Forgotten 

Many long-time Independence residents may remember 

Edward Dragony because they took their cars to Independence 

Auto Body over the years.  Ed owned the shop on Old Rockside 

Road and worked in the City for more than 50 years.  He loved 

being part of the community.   

Ed, 74, passed away peacefully from natural causes on 

December 7, 2020.  He was the cherished former husband of 

Alexis and Barbara and the loving father of Patricia Dragony 

(Sean Michael).   

Edward was a man of quiet integrity who truly exemplified his Catholic faith. 

He walked to daily Mass and volunteered at Holy Family Hospice.   His 

generous spirit and kindness will live on through the many lives he has 

touched. More information about Ed’s life and funeral services is available on 

Cleveland.com.  

 

55+ Lunches 

This week 863 meals were picked up at the Civic Center setting a new record for the 

55+ Drive-thru Lunch program.  I want to applaud the Community Services team for 

keeping up with the growing popularity of this essential program during the 

pandemic.  

 

A reminder that the 55+ Lunch program is being suspended from December 24 

through January 1, 2021.  Drive-through lunch service will restart on Tuesday, 

January 5, 2021 and the cost is going up to $5/meal in 2021.   

 

Because of the holiday break, residents who want to sign up for lunch on January 

5 or 8, must email CS@IndependenceOhio.org or call Community Services by 

December 23.   
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Below is the January 2021 calendar that includes the menus.    

 

 

 
 

 

Socially-Distanced Photo with Santa 

The children of Independence must have been especially good 

this year because Santa Claus is making an early visit to town 

this weekend.  

On Saturday and Sunday, December 19 and 20, between 2-4 

PM, families are invited to bring a camera and their best 

smiles to take a socially-distanced photo with Santa.   

Old St. Nick will be stationed inside the building between 

Carlo’s Barber Shop and the City’s train display on Brecksville 

Road just south of St. Michael Church.  No appointments are 

necessary.  

 



2020 Tree Lighting Video 

If you missed the City’s Tree 

Lighting, on December 5th, 

watch a magical video with the 

highlights here.  

Even more lights have been 

installed on campus.  I hope 

residents will drive-through to 

enjoy the displays.   

 

 

Twas the night before Christmas… 

 

If you want Santa to read a bedtime story to your 

children, it just got a little easier.  

When Santa Claus was in town for the City’s Tree 

Lighting, he took time to read two of his favorite 

books:  “The Night Before Christmas” and “The Polar 

Express.”   Families can watch the videos here.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

City Hall Closed December 24 - 31, 2020 

 

Most City operations will be shut down from December 

24 through December 31, 2020.  The Police, Fire, 

Service, and Recreation Departments will remain 

open.  Please check the December Spotlight for the special 

holiday hours at the Recreation Center.  
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I will not be delivering a SwiftReach call on Christmas Day, but 

will resume the weekly alerts on Friday, January 1, 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

To receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, send your name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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